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In the past few decades, in their study of Chinese social and econmic history, 
scholars at home and abroad have paid close attention to the historical evolution 
of traditional Chinese society through careful investigation of regional societies. 
Addressing socio-economic changes in the Min-Yue Hakka border region in the 
Ming and Qing periods, this dissertation probes into different factors that had 
their bearings upon the regional development and the interaction between the 
regional development and socio-cultural changes. It is devided into six chapters. 
The first chapter introduces why the author chooses this topic and how she 
organizes the dissertation. It provides a general review of the literature and 
summarizes majors sources. The last chapter serves as a conclusion. The other 
chapters are as follows. 
The second chapter concerns the effects of physical and human 
environments on the early development of the Min-Yue Hakka border region. 
The border region is a typical mountain region, with steep hills and poor traffic, 
far away from the political and economical centres of the two provinces, and 
once dominated by the minority groups of Yue, She and Shandu. The Han 
Chinese’s immigration in the region can be traced back to garrison soldiers in the 
Qin and Han periods. However, it was not until Song and Yuan periods that the 
number of Han Chinese immigrants reached significant point. With more and 
more Han Chinese moving into the region, population increased rapidly and the 
region was opened up gradually. Filled with hills and short of land, the natural 















economy on the one hand, and provided bounteous of forestry and mineral 
resources on the other. 
The third chapter discusses the internal and external migration in the 
Min-Yue Hakka border region, provides a detailed analysis of population figures 
in the Ming and Qing periods, and thus reveals the relationship between 
demographic changes and regional development. Although the social disorder 
during the Song-Yuan transition depopulated the region dramatically, the 
following immigration and natural growth of population contributed to the 
recovering and growth of local population. Since the mid-Ming, the man-land 
ratio became increasingly worsened. As a result, the region changed from the 
migrants’ destination to an area where people moved outward. The study 
provides an in-depth analysis to this change and discusses the internal 
differences of the outward movement of local population. 
In the fourth chapter, the author provides an inquiry into the rise of 
market-oriented economy in the Min-Yue Hakka border region. The rough 
agricultural environment of the region became a barrier to the development of 
local economy on the one hand, it forced some residents to seek means of living 
other than rice production. With the development of market economy especially 
in the mid-Ming, and with the improvement of transpotations and the free 
movement of population, inter-regional economic exchange became increasingly 
intensified and economic development showed new orientations: the widespread 
planting of cash crops such as indigo, tabacco, ramie, and tea, the rapid 
development of handicraft industries such as papermaking, printing, 
tabacco-making, and mining and metallurgical industries, and the prosperity of 














闽 粤 边 客 家 地 区 的 历 史 解 析  
“mountain-coast exchange” with Min-Yue coastal regions and “salt-grain trade” 
with southern Jiangxi region. 
The fifth chapter investigates the interactions between regional development 
and socio-cultural changes of the region. Since the mid-Ming, with frequent 
population movement and the rise of market-oriented economy, the region’s 
socio-cultural landscape changed correspondingly. More and more people were 
engaged in commerce and merchants played more and more important roles in 
lineage and local affairs. Lineage organizations were strengthened and women 
became important in household economy and family life. Local people’s ideas of 
profession, wealth, righteousness and benefit, and education were changed 
gradually. Most People were no longer frugal and conspicuous consumption 
became popular. Educational condition improved and more and more local sons 
made success story in the civil service examination. Finally, popular culture also 
arose. 
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